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SE OSS NN OO 
Tothe Reader. 


( ourteous Reader, 


eZ» Suppoſe I ſhall do but juſtice both to 
_ my {cl} azd thee, if I give thee an 
account why I let this poor inconſt- 
derable - piece go abroad into the 
| world; eſpecially now, when there 
is ſuch a [warm of printed Sermons 

SE fh flying up & down already, Know 
then, that T thought. my ſelf concerned to give ſome 
publick teſtimonie of my thankfulne(s to that Honourable 
Andiente to whom. it was preached; 'partitularly to the 
then L, Major, who was pleaſed freely and of his own $' Thomas 
accord, without any motion or ſeeking of mine, to call and ©9* 
invite me tothat ſervice, And Thave the more reaſon 
to acknowledge bis reſpetts to me herein, becauſe hereto- 
fore for ſeveral years laſt paſt it was otherwiſe with me, 
For when [ome offers and overtures were made in my be- 
half by ſome friends for my preaching at S* Pauls, which 
1 was bound to do (once at leaſt intwo years) by vertite of 
a place I hold in the Univerſity, yet I found not a door The Lady b 
open unto me, #0r had the favour to be admitted or ac- — 
cepted of, I [peak not this by way of complaint, nor with © 
any unkind reflexions upon any particu'ar 2am, Or com- 
pany of men whatſoever ( as imputing it wholly to the. 
common diſtrattions of thoſe times) but the more to 1e- 
ftify my gratitude to the aforeſaid perſon for his great = 
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To the Reader. 


vility to me, and (ſo undeſerved) good opimon of me: 
A further evidence whereof he was pleaſed to give me, by 
his favourable and candid acceptance of my weak unwor- 
thy pains, with an intimation of his deſires to have thems 
made publick by recommending my Sermon to the Preſs, 
Now thouzh this indeed alone might be a ſufficient mo- 
tive and encourazement to me for this publication; yet 
there were other arguments and inducements moving me 
thereunto, Not to mention that ſtale and common mid- 
wife of the Preſs, importunity of friends ( ys of them 
there wanted neither godly nor judicious to ſolicite me to 
it) That which ſomewhat prevailed with me was the 
ſeaſonableneſs of the argument , both as to the former 
part of it, concerning Evangelical walking, or a Go- 
{pel-converſation ; as alſo to the latter, touching Evan- 
gelical worſhip, or a Goſpel-adoration; both which 
rightly and duely preached, conſidering the profaneſs of 
ſome, and the hypocriſy-of others , and the un-Coſpel- 
like lives of the moſt, I conceived to be very uſefull and 
neceſſary dottrine for theſe times either from Preſs or 
Pulpit, But next to Gods glory and the common benefit 
and good of the Church, which I deſire to make my princi- 
pal aime in all my deſigns, that which moſt of all perſwa- 
ded me to preſent this rude unpoliſht diſcourſe tothe view 
of the world, was I confeſs partly for my own vindication, 
and partly for the further ſatisfattion of ſome, who, as 
I am told, ſeemed to take a little diſtaſt and offence at a 
paſſage or two 1 then delivered _— the miſuſe 
and profanation of that famous Cathedral wherein we 


weve aſſembled, and the burying-place or Church-yard 
adjoyning thereunto, As tothis, I muſt needs profeſs, 1 


have been ſo much affeited to ſee and obſerve the _ 
an 
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and devaſtations of that Church, that of late y:ars as-1 
could never paſs through it almoſt without fear. leaſt the 
ſtones ſhould drop down upon me, ſo I could never paſs by 
it without pity and regret to behold ſo ſad a ſpectacle, 
Wherewpon I reſolved with my ſelf ( T1 had almoſt ſaid 
ſolemnly wowed) and, I hope, in the fear of God, and 
out of zeal to his glory, that if ever providence called me 
to that place, I would ſpeak my thouzhts freely and plainly 
( thouzh ſoberly and modeſtly ) as to that particular, 
And now if by any thing I have ſaid, I have caſt in any 
the leaſt mite into the treaſury of the Church, or contri- 
buted the leaſt ſtone to the rebuilding of the houſe of Ged, 
or rather thrown the leaſt ſtone that may ſink into the 
forehead of that great Goliah of this latter age, 1 mean 
Sacrilege, that hath ſo defied not onely the hoſts, 
but the Koaſes of the living God, then T ſhall think my 
ſelf abundantly happy, However I have paid my vows 
in thee, 0 Paul's; Ihave diſcharged my duty, liberavi 
animam, and muſt leave the ſucceſs to Godto give ableſ- 
ſing as it pleaſeth him, My witneſs is in heaven, and 
my comfort us the fnclenſs and integrity of my heart, 
that my earneſt deſire and endeavour was to deliver [nch 
doftrine as might be muſt [nitable and ſeaſonable to the 
time and place I appeared in; and that I aimed at no- 
thing in all my Hare but the glory of God, the good 
of ſouls, and the honour of that renowned city, whereof 
that (once magnificent and ſtately) Cathedral hath been 
accounted (and 1 hope ſhall be again) both at home and 
| abroad, the chief beauty and ornament, But wo and alas, 
that ever it ſhould be ſaid, to the ſhame of Chriſtian reli- 
gion, yet ſay it we mnt, for [oit is (--Pudethac op- 


Probria--) As things conſecrate to God and his Church, 
oo are 
__ 
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are indeed a Noli me tangere, z9t to be medled with by 
rude and [acrilegions hands, (o is ſacrilege it ſelf with 
ſome, a Noli me tangere too, a {tender and delicate ſin 
not to be toucht, 1f upon this account lam become any 
mans enemy, becaule I have told them the truth as 
becometh the meſſenger of Chriſt, in the ſpirit of meek- 
neſs, then 1 muſt count it my wunhappine(s, but not my 
crime, I would not willingly offend nor diſpleaſe any; but 
then again I confider gt is impoſsible to pleaſe all, (7s 0 
Z4us ,) and ſo I fit down with that of S* Pau!,Do 1 ſeek to 
'pleaſe men? For if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not 
be the ſervant of Chriſt, How far from any perſonal 
reflexions, or harſh and bitter invefives my expreſsions 
ere, what tenderneſs and moderation I uſed in diſap- 
proving ( rather then reproving ) the ſacrilegious en- 
croachments made upon Churches in theſe latter times, 
more particulary, as the place put me in minde, upon that 
of S* Paul's, I ſay quam molli manu hoc ulcus retigi; 7 
appeal to the judgement of all unprejudiced and impartial 
Readers : Who, I werily believe, will be apt to think, 
that I rather toucht this ſore too lightly and gently, then 
rubbed or grated too hard uponit, Nor am I altogether 
ont of hopes, but that they (if any there were) who for 
want of due attention or conſideration either miſtook or 
took amiſs what was then delivered, will upon ſecond and 
more ma!nre thouzhts do themſelves and me that right, 
as to mend with the ey: what w.zs marred with the eax, 
and upon a ſerious review afford it a right underſtanding, 
and a candid reception, Towhich purpoſe as well for my 
ow vindication, as their ſatisf ation, I have printed my 
Sermon verbatim almoſt as it was ſpoken, with very 
little or 20 alteration, I am ſure with no alteration at all 


of 
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of thoſe paſſages concerning the abuſe and miſimployment 
of Church and Cemetery, at which, if at any, ſom? ex- 
ceptions, it ſeemes, w:re taken ; but how juſtly, I ſhall 
lexve it, as T (aid, to all unbiaſed and indifferent Readers 
to judze, The Lord in much mercy make up the rents 
and breaches of our Church, and put it into the hearts 
and hands of our Rulers and Governors, both Civil and 
Eccleſiaſtical, like good Nehemtahs, to promote and (ct 
forward the building of the Temple, and to help to repair 
the breaches and ruins of our Churches and Cathedrals: 
that ſo we may all with one heart and mind glorifie God, 
and agree together to worſhip and ſerve him in the power 
of godlineſs, and the beauty of holineſs, as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, This  ( Chriſtian Reader ) 
the conſtant and hearty prayer of 


Trin. Coll. 
Cambriſge. 
Nov, 21. 
MDCLX, 
Thy friend and ſervant 
in our Lord Chriſt 


]. D. 


PHIL, 1, 27, 


Onely let your converſation be as it 


becometh the (Goſpel of Chriſt. 


NO RoVIDENCE fſodiſpoſingof 
JP! me, that I have not occaſion : 

to ſpeak often in one place, 
it makes me ſtrive the rather 
to ſingle out ſuch portions of 
Scripture to treat upon, as are 
=— == of moſt ulefull importance, of 

orand fundamental concernment , and. tuch as hold 
torth the moſt comprehenſtve truths, compriſing in 
them the very pith and marrow, the ſumm and 1ub- 
ſtance of all Chriſtianity; that fo, it poſſible, I may 
preach the whole Goſpel 4++%-:, altogether; and ar 
once declare the whole counſel of God, and the whole 
duty of man, The whole counſel of God, in the language 
of the beſt Preacher under the Goſpel, and that was 
Paul, A&.20, The whole duty of man, in the language 
of the beſt Preacher under the Law. and that was 
Solomon, Eccles, 12, Such a comprehenfive truth, I 
conceive we have here betoreus, wherein is briefly, 
and yet c|tarly contained, both the whole countel of 
Go0J, and che whole duty of man : the whole countel 
of God, the Goſpel of Chriſt, that is, the dodtrine ot 
mans ſalvation by faith in Chriſt: the whole duty of 
A man, 
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man, a converſation ſuitable and agreeable thereunto, 
And theſe two might paſs tor the parts of the Fext: 
or elſe there might be theſe three things conſidered 
in the words, Regnla, Regulatum, & Applicatio Regule, 
Firſt, The Rule, The Goſpel of Chriſt : Secondly, 
The thing to- be regulated, ordered, and {quared by 
this rule , a Chriſtian converſation : Thirdly , The 
*:42zanc, Or application of this rule to the thing to be 
regulated, ordered, and ſquared by it, as becometh the 
Goſpel,that is, ſuitably and agreeably thereunto:& all 
this uſher'd jn with a ,2zr, this being the nnum neceſſa- 
rium, the & «#2, and the % ww, the one onely thing 
to be regarded and lookt after, 47s 8 mn Glover wirer, x; 
*N%» ac, faysS. Chryſoſtome upon the place, this is all in 
all,the -3 zz, of a Chriſtian; all that Pay! or any other 
Maniſter need to preach, all that the Philzppians or 
any other people need to practiſe, a Chriſtian conver- 
ſation, a lite conformable to the precepts and rules of 
the Goſpel, 

Bur becauſe theſe three, Regula, Regulatum, & Ap- 
plicatio Regule, ſhould in our practiſe always be joyned 
together, therefore I ſhall not divide themin my diſ- 
courſe, nor put them aſunder, but take them joyntly 
as they lie together in the words, and ſo they ſpell 
out this grand fundamental truth; a truth writ in ſuch 
legible characters in the words of the Text, that he 
that runs may read ir, A Goſpel-profeſsron requires 4 
Goſpel-conver{ation : or, A Chriſtians converſatian 
ſhculd be cinformable to the rules of the Goſpel, There 
ought to be a ſweet harmony, concord,and agreement 
beryeen the life of a Chriſtian and the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, Several books I have ſeen bearing this title,. 

Har- 
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Harmon:a Evanetlica, The Harmonie of the Goſpel : 
this is the true Goſpel- Harmony indeed, when there is 
a mutual harmonie and agreement between a Goſpel- 
profeſſion, and a Goſpel-converſation, between the 


life of a Chriſtian, and che Goſpel of Chriſt, This 
lies ſo clear in the words, as if it were writ with a {un- 
beam; {o that I ſhall not need bring any reaſons or ar- 
guments,cither to demonſtrate & prove the Doctrine 
ro you, or to preſs and enforce the Duty upon you, 
Elte I might tell you, 1, That this js the onely way, 
( and ſo take in the wy; too) the oxely way to adory Tiiz.rs. 
the dotrine of God our Savionr in all things, the way 
to pur a luſtre and beauty upon religion, to bring the 
Goſpel into credit and repute in the world,and to gain 
proſelytes roit, 2, That this is the grand deligne, 
the main {cope and end of the Goſpel, to bring men 
ro a complyance with it, and a contormitie to it, The T#.:t, 
grace of God( that is, the Goſpel of Chriſt) that brings © 
ſalvation hath appeared : Why? to what end * to teach 
us to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
world, 3, That this is the onely way mailer, to ſtop Tit.r.rr. 
the months of gain(ayers, 4-5 mir eyisry by well-do- x Per.z.1 57 
ing to put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, and to 
confute and confound the adver yer heretick 
or ſchiſmatick,wherther Papiſt or Anabaptiſt, 4, And 
laſtly, That this is the .:-, the onely thing God ex- 
pects and requires of us, a Converſation ſuitable to 
our Profeſſion, and ( to allude to that, 1 Cor, 9.14.) 
that they which live under the Goſpel ſhenld live up to the 
Goſpel, But this in the general js ſo evident in the 
Text, and withall fo -4r nal in it ſelf, that it needs 
neither proof, nor premng, And therctore in ſtead 
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of this, I might rather come to particulars, Indeed 
Generalia non punzunt, while we hover in generals, we 
do but beat the ajr z and flutter about the head; (el- 
dome touch the quick, or pierce to the heart. And 
therefore here I might bring ſundry particulars, to 
ſhow wherein this conformitie ſtands,wherein this har- 
monie-and correſpondence betweena Chriſtians con- 
verſation, and the Goſpel of Chriſt ſhould hold, and 
wherein it conliſts; and to this purpoſe I might lay 
down ſeveral intrinſick eflential marks and characters 
and properties of the Goſpel, wherein, and according 
whereunto a Chriſtians converſation ſhould be ſuit- 
able and agreeable to it; as viz, theſe five eſpecially, 

Firſt, The Goſpel of Chriſt is a Goſpel of truth 
and faithfulneſs, finceritie and plainnels; m5 2446, 
a faithfull ſaying, 1 T1m.,1.15, the word of truth, Eph, 
1,13, 2 Tim, 2,15, and truth it ſelf, Joh, 1, 17, 
Gal. 3, 1, Suitably and agreeably hereunto a Chri- 
ſtian converſation ſhould be a true, upright, fingle- 
hearted, ſincere converſation, without fraud or deceit, 
lying or diſſembling, guile or hypocrifie, 

Secondly, The Goſpel of Chriſt is a Goſpel of 
peace, exprefly ſo called , Rom. 10, 15, Eph, 6, 15, 
The main deſiene of the Goſpel is, tomake peacein 
the world. tocompromiſe all differences, to unite all 
parties, to reconcile God and man, man and man to- 
gether : therefore jt is called the minzſfery of reconcili- 
ation, and the word of reconciliation, both in one cha- 

ter, 2 Cor, 5, Chriſt is the Alphaand Omega of the 
Goſpe!, the great peace-maker, the Prince of peace; 
the Spirit of the Goſpel, the Spirit of peace ; the Mi- 


: Cer. 5 29, niſters of the Goſpe!, Gods Ambaſſadours, meſfen- 
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overs of peace; and the Goſpel it ſelf the Goſpel of 
peace, Now in a conformity hereunto , Chriſtians 
thould be men of peace, peace-makers, as Chriſt 
himfelf was, lovers of peace, and livers in peace, tol- 
lowers of peace with all men; men of cloſing, recon- 
ciling, healing, uniting, cementing ſpirits; and a Chrj- 
ſtian converſation a quiet, calm, and peaceable conver- 
ſation. 

Thirdly, The Goſpel of Chriſt is a Goſpel of love, 
and philanthropie, grace, and goodne(s, and mercy ; 
the Goſpel is wholly made up and compounded of 
love: or if truth be the matter of it, love 1s the form: 
it truth be the body of it, love is the ſoul : 1t is a de- 
ſigne of pure love and philanthropie, of free grace 
and mercy; that is the very eflence and genius ot the 
Goſpel all along ; every leaf, every line, every letter 
in the Goſpel , breaths nothing but love, and pure 
love, Such is the rule, and ſuch ſhould our converſa- 
tion be:- this the true character of the Goſpel, and 
this the character of a true Chriſtian: the badge and 
cognizance of Chriſts diſciples this , the mark and 
brand of his ſheep, by which they are known to be 
his, and diſtinguiſht from all other, Joh. 13, 35. By 
this ſhall all men Bow that ye are my diſciples,if ye have 
love one to another, And this was the mark and cha- 
racer whereby the Primitive Chriſtians uſed ro be 
painted and pointed out : Yide, inquiunt, ut 1#vicew ſe Torull. 
diligant ; See how theſe Chriſtians love one another, If ©*48*+ 
thenyou would have your converſation ſuitable to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, it muſt be an amicable, loving, and 
charitable converſation. 

Fourthly , The Goſpel of Chriſt is a Goſpel of 

A 3 umt- 
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humilitie and meeknefs; indeed the Goſpel is no- 
thing elſe but a continued hiſtory of Chriſts humilia- 
tjon, from the cratch to the crols, a Sermon of humi- 
lity all along, Chriſt the great gift of the Goſpel, 
and theSpirit the great promiſe of the Goſpel; the 
one a lamb, the other a dove , both emblems of hu- 
mility and meekneſs; and the chiet leſſon of the Go- 
ſpel Chriſt came to teach , was humility and meek- 
neſs, Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart, 
Ye ſee what the rule is, would ye trame and ſquare 
your lite and converſation according unto it ? why 
then jt muſt bean humble, lowly , and meek conver- 
ſation; ye muſt follow the Lamb, flee after the Dove, 
be clothed with humility, 1 Pet, 5,5. i+y*u642z5r, that 
is the Goſpel robe, Chriſts livery, the Chriſtian gar- 
ment, even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, 
I Pet, 3-4. Humility the firſt, ſecond, third thing in 

Chriſtianitie, as Pronunciation in Rhetorick, 
Fifthly and laſtly, The Goſpel of Chriſt is a Go- 
ſpel of holineſs and purity , Sacroſanttum Ewvangeli- 
wm,the Holy Goſpel, is the proper ſtyle and epithet of 
it, The Goſpel isa glaſs, wherein we behold the glory 
of the Lord, »dlo:124;862 2 Cor, 3,18, andit is a pure 
potleſs mirrour, a clear cryſtal glaſs, The fountain 
of Chriſts bloud that n—_ freſhand ſo treely in the 
Current and ſtream of the Goſpel , it is aclear and a 
pure fountain, the Goſpel-promiſes are purifying and 
cleanſing promiſes, 2 Cor, 7. 1, Gol a holy God, 
the Spirit a holy Spirit, the Goſpel a holy Goſpel, 
Suitably and agreeably hereunto a Chriſtian Conver- 
ſation thould be a pure, and holy, and ſpotleſs con- 
verſation, A profane, unholy, impure Chriſtian, js 
conra- 
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contradiftio in adjecto, Saints by profeſſion, ſhould be 
Saints indeed: the Goſpel fay's to us, as God himlelt 

does; Be ye holy, for I am holy, Lev.tz.48:; 
Thus 1 have given you as it were the {celeton 

of a Sermon already; I might /ay news and fleſb up- gyck x7. 6, 
0n it, and cover it with skin, as the bones 1n Eze- 
kiel: and fo I would have done in another congrega- 
tion: for indeed, theſe particulars might deſerve to 
be further enlarged, and ſer home upon us, as be- 
ing very uſefull and profitable in themſelves, and 
likewiſe ſuitable ro the ſcope of the Text , and nor 
unſeaſonable for the times we live in; wherein there 
hath been ſo much profeſſion of religion, ſo much 
noiſe, and ſound, and talk of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and ( God knows ) {o little lite and practiſe ſuitable 
and agreeable thereunto, Yet I ſhall not go this way 
neither, but wave all theſe for the preſent : firſt, be- 
cauſe theſe are common: themes , ordinary beaten 
tracks, and I would willingly go off of the thread- 
bare common, or at leaſt handle xa x25, ſecond- 
ly, becauſe theſe are tranſcendents, of an univerſal 
aſpect, and of general concernment to all, and I de- 
fire to bea little more particular, proper, and pertinent 
in my diſcourſe ro ſuch an Audience, conſidering 
where I am, and to whom I ſpeak, I ſhall therefore 
crave leave to uſe another method, and that is a little 
to infiſt upon thoſe two: words in the Text, which 
{peak the duty of Chriſtians in complyance with the 
Goſpel of Chriſt , the Yerb and the Adverb , the 
one expreſſing the matter of rhe duty , the other the 
manner : the matter we have in the Verb mail4z>* 
the manner inthe Adverb 3:;,; , both-words very em- 
pharical,, 
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phatical,full, and fignificant: the ſtrength and energy, 


importance and improvement whereof I ſhall endea- 
vour to make out unto you, and to faſten upon you, 
Firſt, for the Verb, take it firſt in the general, as 
we render it, according to Calvin, and the Yulgar La- 
tine, Converſamini, Let your converſation be , or as Be- 
za very well,Yos gerite, Carry,or behave your ſelves,or 
as Caſtclio not amiſs, Yitam azite, Lead your lives: and 
ſo it denotes an uniform , conſtant, continued courſe, 
Let your conſtant catriage and behaviour, your whole 
courſe and converſation be agreeable to-the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, Havea careof your converſation, that is, of 
the conſtant continuedtrame, and model, and tenour 
and courſe of your carriage, Good men may have” 
their flaws and failings, bad men may have their firs 
and flathes ; but what a man is in his common ordina- 
ry courſe and converſation, that he is, What ever 
trade or occupation ye are of befides, to be {ure there 
is one trade and vocation ye all profeſs, viz, Chriſti- 
anity , that is your profeſsion , religion, that is your 
trade: I pray then,make it ſo, and ule it {o, Yeare not 
at your trade by fits and girds; a man 1s at his trade, at 
the works of his vocation and calling every day, and 
commonly all day long, itis his buſineſs, ys conſtant, 
daily, ordinary imployment, If then Chriſtianity be 
your trade and profeſsion, ye muſt be at it continually, 
ye muſt theiv what trade ye areof by your conſtanc 
courſe and converſation, That that is called copverſa- 
tion here, is termed a walking elſewhere, a4 very 
often in the New Teſtament : nothing more frequent 
and ordinary jn Scripture, then to expreſs the courſe 
of a mans life and copverſation by the metaphor of a 
way 


(9) 
way Or walk: ſo we find , T7, 17 and MINN 
w#traque pagina , all along in the Hebrew of the Old 
Teſtament, whence «#14» ſo often in this ſenſe in 
the Helleniſtical, or rather Hebraiſtical Greek of the 
New, Now walking ye know, is an uniform, con- 
ſtanr, continued motion, courſe, or progreſs, Tell me 
not then of this or that good work that you do once 
in a moon, of one or two holy duties you pertorm now 
and then in your holy-day clothes: Is your general 
carriage good ? js your conſtant ordinary courſe and 
conver|ation right © To him that orders his converſation 
aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation of God, Pſal, 50, laſt, 
Would ye be good Chriſtians, good Goſpellers in- 
deed? have a care of your general carriage and cox- 
verſation ; look to the conſtant frame and bent of 
your ſpirit, be ſure to get your bias right ſer, to get a 
g00d bjas clapt upon you, a good principle grafted and 
planted in you, pointing, and winding, and bending 
towards heaven z let your common, ordinary, habitu- 
al courſe and converſation be right and good, Thus in 
the general, But then again further 
Secondly, and more particularly, take it as it is in 
the Original, =a4:3, The word would afford much 
work for a Critick ; but Icome not hither to trouble 
you with Grammartical notions, or verbal niceties ; 
onely thus, if you pleaſe : The word in heathen 
Authours ſignifies, Rempublicam gerere, To bear rale 
or of fice in a Commonwealth or citie : and henceI might 
take occaſion, if I might be {o bold, to preſs the ex- 
hortation, and ſet jt home in a more eſpecial manner 
upon Rulers and Magiſtrates , and menjn autority; 
and particularly upon you, my Honourable Lord, -_ 
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thereſt of the worthy Aldermen and Governours of 
this famous Citie: whoſe proper work it is ,1n this 
lenſe, 22437, And certainly it concerns you eſpeci- 
ally above all others, who are the 5, m4 , the 
4 moilegiar, (S. Lukes word, AR,17,) the rulers of the 
citie; you whoare {et ina more eminent place , and 
move in a higher and larger ſphere then ordinary 
men, whoſe example hath ſuch a commanding influ- 
ence upon thoſe who live under your rule and auto- 
rity; I fay it concerns you above all, {o to walk i all 
» Pct.3.11. Poly converſation and godlineſs, that your lives may 
be every way ſuitable and agreeable to the rules of the 
Goſpel, Yeareas ſo many beacons ſet upon an hill, 
to give light to others ; therefore the more eminent 
and conſpicuous ye are in place and autority , the 
more exemplary ye ought to bh in your converſation, 
It concerns you eſpecially to walk up to the rule , ro 
ſtick cloſe to the rules of the Goſpel, yea,& to ſee thar 
others do ſo too, It is your duty, not onely to obſerve 
the rule, but to preſcyve the rule, and in ſo doing ye 
will preſerve your ſelves; ſo thatit is not onely your 
Tumede- duty but your intereſt too, Do yedefend and preſerve 
Ja the Goſpel, and the Goſpel will detend and preſerve 
deſendam YOu: for TI aſſure you, Sirs, the purity of the Goſpel 
claw, 1S your Palladium , your fort-royal , the ſateguard, 
—_ .z ſtrength, and ſecurity of this great City : I ſay again, 
Henricum Your main ſtrength and ſecurity lies not ſo much in 
1V.1mPe* your men and money, your arms and amunition, your 
Which Tower and Militia, as in your ſincere profeſsion of the 
though Goſpel of Chriſt, your maintenance of the true, or- 
_ '0 thodox, reformed religion, The Goſpel is the glory 


preme Magiſtrate, yet in a due proportion, way be applied to the ſubordinate. 
O 
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of a kingdome orcity, of England, and of London in 
particular : if the Goſpel go , then comes 1chabod , 
where is the glory 2 the glory is departed from you, 
Wherefore, Honourable and worthy Sirs, ye that do 
xi: in this ſenſe, upon whole ſhoulders the go- 
verninent lies, to whoſe care and truſt the good and 
welfare, ſatetie and proſperitie of this great and popu- 
lous citie is committed, look well to therule, the Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, ro {afeguard, ſecure, and preſerve that 
from all invaſions, attempts, and encroachments that 
are or may be made upon it, by untoward and malici- 
ous, by ignorant or ungodly men, men of unruly pat- 
ſions, or corrupt principles, who would either break 
and divide the rule by ſects and ſchiſmes, or elſe per- 
vert and diſtort it by talſe doctrines and hereſtes. As 
ye your ſelves conform to the rule, ſo ( as muchas in 
you lies, and in your proper ſphere ) look that others 
do fo too: imploy and improve your utmoſt skill and 
abilitie, power and autority , intereſt and influence, 
tor the maintenance and detence of the Goſpel, tor 
the ſupport and encouragement of an able & taithtfull 
Miniſtery, and for the encreaſe and advancement of « 
true piety and religion : ſo ſhall ye 224; m2il4z2;, g0- 
vern and rule aright indeed, But now though this 
be the genuine & proper notion of the word in Claſſ- 
cal and ancient Greek writers z yet this is not the 
meaning of it here in this place : for <2 here, as 
elſewhere in Scripture ( and it is uſed but once more 
in all the New Teſtament, Act. 23, 1, andthe ver- 
bal =>4,z too, but once neither, Phul, 3. 27.) is pur 
inadif{-rent acception from what it hath in other Au- 
thours, viz. ina more extenſive and large fignificati- 
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on, and ſoit reacheth to all in general, to high and 
low; rich and poor, one with another; not onely to 
men of place and power, rule and authority, but to 
thoſe alſo of inferiour qualitie,rank,and degree:and (o 
it is no more then 2, Or C113 Or aturi (city ON avagie its 
to live, walk, or converſe: nor yet doth it ſignifie any 
kinde of life or converſation neither , but witk ſome 
reſtri&tion , viz, ſuch a kinde of life properly, as 
citizens live in acitie, borough, or town unicorporate, 
TIa4:2; from n2>im-, 4 citizen: and ſo the word im- 
plyes a regular, ſtri&t, and orderly 'courſe ot life, All 
know, and none better then you, that citizens they 
are tied to obſerve the rules and orders, the laws and 
cuſtomes, and conſtitutions of the citie, or corporati- 
on, or body politick , whereof they are members, 
Now Chriſtians are free denizons of heaven, citizens 
of the holy citie, of the heavenly Jeruſalem , the 
Church of Chriſt : not «9wmxir, (as he ſaid) but 
Z-2y5m927?, Citizens of heaven, and aumim  cvmry 
fellow-citizens with the Saints, Eph, 2, 19. therefore 
they IEILIFOE rules and orders, the 
laws and ſtatutes of their heavenly citie, the ſocietie 
of Saints, the Church of Gol; and not. conform 
themſelves to the guize, and faſhion, and courſe of 
theworld, Chriſtians then are mai», citizens, and 
Chriſtianity is 27 '-, a polztie, or policy if you will, 
not in a carnal, worldly,atheiſtical ſenſe, as by too ma- 
ny of late years religion hath been made a matter of 
ſtate, and piery rurn'd into policy, ( modern pay and 
modern policy indeed, too much of this we have had 


already ) but I mean ina true, ſober, Chriſtian ſenſe, 
{ Chriſtianity or a Chriſtian converſation is mairdua, 
( S, Paxls 
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(S. Pauls word) Or -747ciz, and indeed the beſt poli- 
cie it will prove inthe concluſion ; and ſo to live as 
Chriſtians, iS 7-743 that is, to walk orderly, and 
exactly, 4xe:24., tO live by rule,not looſly and at large, 
and at randome, bur ſtri&ly, preciſely, and regularly, 
as Citizens 1n a Citie, as men in a civil ſociety, who are 
bound up and tied to the rules, and laws, and orders of 
their fraternity, community, or corporation, Shall I 
need apply this to you? I know your thoughts 
have already prevented me, Yeare (asS, Paul ſaid ,.. 
of himſelt ) citizens of no mean Citie, ts dry mhau, 0 ; 
no ignoble or obſcure citie, but of one of the ta- 
mouseſt and nobleſt cities in Chriſtendome : and I 
make no doubt, bur that in this ſenſe ye do nadir, 
live as members of a cjvil ſociety, obſerving the laws 
and cuſtoms,the orders and rules of your citie, compa- 
ny, and corporation: and you do well to do (oz but, I 
pray, remember withall that ye are citizens too of a 
far nobler and better citie, vzz, the Church of God, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, the citie which is from a- 
bove, Members ye are and freemen, at leaſt ye pro- 
teſs your (elves to be free of this corporation, of this 
company, and to be of the politie, or commonwealth of tph.z.19. 
Iſrael, fellow citizens with the Saints, Do ye then 
244% in this ſenſe too 2 areye Saints indeed 2 do 
ye behave your ſelves as citizens of this citie? do ye 
conform to the laws of your heavenly cities do ye 
frame your lives according to the rules of the Goſpel? 
for the Goſpel of Chriſt that is your grand Charter, 
by which you hold all your ſpiritual priviledges,rights, 
and immunities, O take heed of forteiting this char- 
ter howſoever, of running intoa premunire, by tranſ- 
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orefſing and breaking the laws and orders of your cot- 
poration, by negle&ing your dutie, andrebeliing a- 
o4inſt the King of heaven, And truly it concerns 
you ( worthy citizens) above all that I know in this 
Kingdome, to be exemplary unto others in holineſs, 
and piety, and all manner of godly converſation : for 
all mens eyes are upon = A citie that is ſet on an 
hill cannot be hid, Matth, 5. 14. and ſuch an one js 
this Metropolis in regard of its.eminenclie, grandeur, 
and power, Now the more noble, eminent, and con- 
ſpicuous a place ye live in, the more ſhould ye out- 
ſhine and our-ſtrip others in the holineſs of your 
lives, Iam not skil'd in Politicks 8 forms of govern- 
ment; but by what I have heard, and read,and obſer- 
ved, I verily beleeve, there's not a citie under heaven 
better model'd, that hath a more axcellent frame and 
temper of government : now the more you tianſcend 
others in your reiglement 8 polztie, the more likewiſe 
ſhould ye ſtrive to excell in religion and pzezie, Ye 
are the head-citie z ye know what an influence the 
head hath upon the reſt of the members: and we all 
know by experience, what a leading example ye have 
been, and ſtill are to the whole nation, both one way 
and other, Una eademque manus--- Ye derive law down 
from hence to the whole Kingdome, (men coming up 
to you fromall parts for lawand juſtice, ) O that ye 
would derive Goſpel too ! I mean, that by your Go- 
ſpel-like converſation, ye would give example, and ſer 
a pattern to the reſt of the nation; that the ſweer 
perfume of your Chriſtian graces might caſt a fragrant 
{mel over the whole land ! that your love 2nd charity, 
patience and humility, peace and puritie, zeal and pie- 
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tie, juſtice and equity, obedience and loyaltie, /ike the 
precious : upon the head of Aaron , might run down 
from this head-city to the skirts of the kingdome round 
about you ! And (ol hope it does 3 21 monet ut fa- 
cias--- onely give me leave to be your remembrancer, 
or, if you will, ycur encourager, to proceed in your 
Chriſtian courle, 24%" 4-5, and ſtill ro put you in 
minde of the 24/4:5:, that as ye are citizens, ſo ye 
would live as citizens of the heavenly Jeruſalem, ac- 
cording to the rules and laws of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
which 1s your grand Charter: a conformitie where- 
unto I have already in brief commended unto you , as 
to the ſeveral marks and charaRers of it,which I ſhall 
not xepeat, but onely deſire you to reflect upon them, 
and (o frame your converſation accordingly, And fo 
much tor the Yerb , I come now to the Adverb., 

'a£iu > tne word in the Original, properly ſignifies 
worthily, dignam Evangelio vitam agite , as Caſtelo 
renders it; and {o the Vulgar Latine, digne Evanzelio, 
worthy of the Goſpel: and ſo Col. 1.10, 4fis x Kvelr, 
walk worthy of the Lord: and Eph. 4. 1. worthy of the 
vocation, 10 we render it, In theleand the like places 
where the word 4£:& or 45; is uſed, worthy, or worthi- 
ly, the Papiſts run away with it, and catch as greedily 
at it, as Bexhadad did at the word Brother , ſuppoſing 
thereby they have got a fair plea for their merit cx 
congruo at leaſt, it not ex condigno, But, as the learn- 
ed Grotius ( in this no Papiſt Lam ſure ) obſerves upon 


the word, Yox iſta Grecis non [emper n in», ſed qua- Gret une 
| inMatth, 


Cc. 19. V.1I9, 


lemcungue rei convenientiam notat: the word worthy, or 
worthineſs, in Greek Authours does not always imply 
merit or condignitie by way of equality ; but onely a 
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fitneſs or decency by way of congruity : and ſo the 
Reverend Davenant upon that place to the Colols- 
ans: Dienitatis vocabulum in Scriptura non ſemper de- 
notat exattam proportionem equalitatis rei ad rem, &c, 
not an exaCt proportion of merit by way of equality, 
bur onely a ſuitableneſs or correſpondencie; not axa- 
logiam, ſeu proportionem meriti ad premium, but onely 
analogiam ſeu proportionem regulati ad regulam : 104 
word, not a condignity, buta conformity, And in this 
ſenſe, ſticking cloſe to the original,the word worthy,or 
worthily,may paſs well enough,8&we may make a very 
good uſe of it, Chriſtians ſhould walk worthy of the 
Goſpel, There is an 4*%7-, or 45Siowe, a twotold digni- 
tie, worth , and excellencie in the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
( inregard of the authour, and end, marter,and form) 
which a Chriſtians life & converſation ſhould come up 
and reach unto,at leaſt in ſome degree and proportion, 
Thereisa ſpecifical worthineſs, and there 15a gradual 
worthine(s; a o—_ — in the Goſpel above 
the Law , and a gradual worthineſs in regard of the 
different adminiſtration of Goſpel ordinances, ſome 
men enjoying greater means now under the Goſpel 
then others, In reſpect of the firſt, there is more re- 
quired now of us Chriſtians under the Goſpel, then 
there was of them under the Law: in reſpect of the 
fecond, there is more required of ſome Chriſtians then 
others, Look how much any enjoy a greater degree 
of Goſpel-light,ſo much the greater meaſure of holi- 
neſs and obedience is expected of them. The more 
powerfull means of grace any place, or perſon, or peo- 
ple enjoy, the clearer light they have, the more glori- 
ous Goſpel-diſpenſations they live under; the _ 
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holy, exact, and regular ſhould their converſation be; 
and this is indeed to walk worthy of the Goſpel, when 
men make ſuitable improvements under the means ot 
orace, when they bring forth fruits worthy of the Go- 
{pel, worthy of that coſt and charges God is at with 
them, in a proportion to thoſe plentitull dews and 
droppings of a Goſpel-miniſtrie talling upon them, 
And does not then this 351... here come home to us of 
this Kingdome in general,and more eſpecially to you 
of this Citie in particular © For what nation or people 
under heaven have had more powertull, more plenti- 
full and precious means of grace then we have had 2 
what Citie in the world hath enjoyed ſuch a bright 
oleme, ſuch a glorious noontide and ſun-ſhine of the 
Goſpel, as ye have done now for an hundred years to- 
ether 2 what a ſeries and ſucceſsion of burning and 
ning lights and lamps have ye had among you,thar 
haveſunk in the ſocket for your (akes;that have (pent 
and conſumed themſelves in the work of the Lord,for 
the good of your ſouls? (Ye have had ſo many,I ſhall 
name none,)lam ſure che Britiſh clergy, particularly the 
Miniſters of the Church of England —_ been count- 
ed and called the wonder and envy of the whole Chri- Stupor mur- 
ſtian world: & have not ye had the cream & the flow- 7 © 
er of them 2 and it is fit ye ſhould, there is an fie: in Bp. Hal. 
chat roo; it is meet and fit that the chief Ciry ſhould Cn. 
have the beſt watchmen,If then God hath bleſſed you 
ſo much, & bleſled you fo long with ſoable and pow- 
erfull a Miniſtry,what ſay ye then to the 4£i«,? do ye 
bring forth fruit worthy of all this 2 do ye makea ſuit- 
ablezmpovement under ſo plentitull means of grace 2 
Is the encreaſe worthy all this pang and _ e 
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do ye walk worthy of the Goſpel, worthy of that great 
and glorious Goſpel-light that hath for ſo many years 
together ſhined ſo brightly round about you ? Towr 
lines are fallen to you in a wealthy and a pleaſant place; 
yearelike ſheep 1n a far paſture: do yeſhow by your 
wool and your milk how well ye are ted ( as Epidtetus 
hath it)  doye credit your meat, the word and Go- 
ſpel, which is the food of your ſouls? doye make jt 
appear by your life and converſation, what good Pa- 
ſours and Preachers ye have * I beſeech you, remem- 
ber the 3%» , and confider that in a proportion to 
your receits, God expects ſuitable returns from you, 
And ſo much of the Adverbas to the Original, Zia, 
worthily, 

Take it now ſecondly , as our Ereliſh tranſlation 
oives it, 4s becometh, 1 confeſs, it is a word Iam much 
taken with, and therefore I have reſerved it for the 
cloſe of all, as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, There 
IS 4 o34y6my A 74 7p477', 4 decorum,or decencie, a comeli- 
neſs or becomingneſs in a Chrittian carriage, in comply- 
ance with the Goſpel of Chriſt, As he ſaid , That 
might become Parmenio which would not become Alexan- 
der, ſo that may become another man, which will not 
become a Profeſlour of the Goſpel, Holineſs becometh 
thy houſe for ever, Pal, 93. 5. Let them adorn them- 
ſelves with good works, (ay's S, Paul, as becometh women . 


which profeſs godlinef, 1 Tim, 2, 10, Avoid all un- 


cleanneſ(s, as becometh Saints, Eph, 5. 3. A Chriſtian 
will have a care of doing any thing that is uncomely 
or unhandſome., There 1s a comelineſs in 'a Goſpel 
converſation ; and that not onely as to the inward 
man, but as to the outward man too, There is a Cy- 

nical 


(19) 
nical kinde of ſet of Chriſtians lately ſprung up a- 
mong us, who under pretence of a Goſpel-auſteritie 
and ſtritneſs, affect a ſordidneſs and undecency in 
their attire : and under a colour of an Evangelical pa- 
rity, proteſs unmannerlineſs and ruſticity in their be- 
haviour,making it a great part of their religion to for- 
bearall outward ſignes and expreſſions of reſpect and 
reverence, civility and cuttefte, I confe(s I cannot skill 
of theſe mens religion, I wiſh there be not a ſpice of 
pride and {ingularity in it;that there be not ſomething 
of humourouſneſs, and affearion, and felt-conceir 
in the bottom, (to ſay no worſe. ) Calco Platonts 


faſtum, ye know who ſaid, and how @,.... Platonis tromara ,dixir 


he was anſwered 5 ſed ma} ort It aſtu, Diogenes, TlaTw EEO 
0, ET+- 
Diog.Laert. 


Otherwiſe, for thoſe that are miſled %#%”. Cui —_— 
and drawn away merely out of weak- {;, Vir. Diog. FO 
neſs 8& ignorance, may they be dealt 
with in the ſpirit of meekne(s,8& uſed with all manner 
of mildneſs and tenderneſs, in a way to reduce and re- 
claim them: for I cannot but extremely pitie ſuch 
poor miſtaken creatures,ſuch miſerably deluded fouls, 
who think the inward beauty of the minde, inconh- 
ſtent with outward bodily comelineſs ; as it the Go- 
{pel did ſuperſede all civil reſpe&s, and cancel all 
bonds and rules of natural and moral decency ; as 1 
Chriſtianity and curtefie, holineſs and humanity could 
not ſtand together, There is a comelineſs no doubt in 
a Chriſtian garb, ſuitable ro the Goſpel, Ye know 
the Goſpel that js a ſiveet, gentle, milde, and merci- 
tull diſpenſation : ſo now a milde and affable deport- 
ment; a {moorh, gentle, curteous, and civil behavi- 
Our and carriage towards all,it 's that that marvellouſly 
C 2 becomes 
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becomes Chriſtians under the Goſpel ; it is that thar 
puts a comelineſs, a beauty and loveline(s upon reli- 
gion, Onthe contrary, a froward, harſh, and ſowre 
converſation; 2 moroſe, rough, rugged, brow-beating 
garb, or temper, or behaviour, is exceeding uncomely 
tora Chriſtian,it no way becomes the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
Let 1s walk honeſtly as in the day, Rom. 13, 13. that is, 
in the day of grace, in the times of the Goſpel (as 
the Contents of the chapter give it very well), Walk 
honeſtly, the word is decently in the Original, <v29%ro7, 
comelily, as it becomes the Goſpel. There is a decency 
or comelineſs to be obſerved in a Goſpel-walking, 
And what if I ſhould carry it a little further , 
and ſay, As there js a comelineſs in a Goſpel-walking, 
lo likewiſe thereis adecency or comelineſs too in a 
Goſpel-worſhip, And the word 4:55: will bear me 
out init, and give me ſome ground for it, An Evan- 
gelical Politie, and an Eccleſiaſtical Politie both re- 
quire order and decency: I ſpeak not here of order 
and decency in reference to Church-government , or 
Eccleſiaſtical diſcipline z and yer thus much I muſt 
needs ſay upon this occafion as to that particular, 
Which 1s the moſt decent and regular, orderly and 
comely form and tace of Church-government now un- 
der the Goſpel; by this time, I hope, it is pretty well 
out of queſtion with us: For ſuppoſe we had doubted 
before, and the Primitive praCtice grounded pon 
Scripture, and the preſcription of 1500 years, had 
not ſufficiently taught and informed us ; yer me- 
thinks the ſad experience we have had of thoſe mani- 
told factions and diviſions; diſtempers and diſorders, 
diſtra&tions and confuſions, which of late years —_ 
0 


(21) 


ſo miſerably rent and torn the body , fo feartully 
blemiſht and defac'd the beauty of our Church: I ſay, 
this alone were enough to confirm and ſettle us, Bur 
I ſpeak not now of Ecclefiaſtical government, but of 
Evangelical worſhip, and (ure it is fit this ſhould have 
order and decency init, The ſame Apoſtle that en- 
joyns an 2vz»urc, a comelineſs in a Goſpel-walking, 
preſcribes an ev tO, a Cecency Or comeline(s 1n 
a Goſpel-worſhip, 1 Cor, 14, the laſt, ſpeaking of 
xr worſhip 1n religious aſſemblies, Let all things 
e done decently andin order : and foin the 11 chapter 
of the ſame Epiſtle, taxing their irreverent and unde- 
cent behaviour in their Church-meetings, 7s zt come- 
ly ( faith he ) for a man or woman to behave themſelves 
thus and thus 2 Certainly when we come to perform 
Goſpel-duties in the publick congregation, there is a 
right temper and moderation as to modes, and garbs, 
and dreſles, and addrefles in divine ſervice, I ſay 
there is a mean, could we hit on it, between a ſ{crupu- 
lous ceremoniouſneſs, and an irreverent rudeneis, be- 
tween a phantaſtick gawdine(s, and a ſupine care- 
leſneſs; berween an anxious preciſeneſs,and a flovenly 
ſordidne(s; and that is S, Pauls :4uiu;ya handſome 
and a comely deportment,that all things be done decent- 
ly and in order, As for thoſe who under pretence of 
znward ſpiritual worſhip , cry down all outward order, 
and decency, and comelineſs in our Chriſtian aſſem- 
blies in the publick worſhip and ſervice of God I 
earneſtly entreat them to conſider, what ſpirit they are 
of or rather whether they are all ſpirit; whether they 
are pure ſpirits or no : for truly as long as men have 


bodies,as long as they are men and not Angels, I muſt 
C 3 needs 
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needs crave leave to think, that an external decencie 
and reverence in performance of holy duties, js ex- 
treme requiſite and neceſlary: The me25iom nt oper, 
iSinS, Pauls eſteem, a 2534) 22rFeiz, Avery reaſonable 
ſervice, and uriz Wne;;Sall Gy A py acceptable and 


wel-pleaſing to God, It any turn the Tepee220 INtO +3-y, let 
them bear the blame; Or if the lean kine muſt needs 
devour the fat; if the outward man muſt needs thruſt 
himſelf too far, and juſtle away the inward , if our- 
ward decency and comeline|s in Goſpel-worſhip , can- 
not but bean enemy, a rub or a pul-back to true jn- 
ward pietie and holineſs, by all means away with it, 
ſend it packing : But on the contrary, It it be rather 
a help then a hindrance, as doubtleſs it is, I pray make 
much on jt, and encourage it, If this magnificent 
Church and Cathedral wherein novv we are,this come- 
ly and ſtately pile of building, once (and, I hope, ſtill) 
the beauty and ornament of this renowned Citie , if 
this and the like ſplendid and ſumptuous fabricks, the 
zoodly monuments of our Anceſtours zeal and deyo- 
tion, conſecrate and ſet apart for the ſolemn worſhip 
and ſervice of God 1 fay, if theſe prove any ob- 
ſtruction or prejudice to true piety and religion, down 
with them, down with them, even to the ground; but 
till then, I pray, let them ſtand; ſtand, and not drop 
down for want of repair;ſtand,yea and be decently and 
handſomely kept and maintained ; though not trim- 
med and ſet out w:th any gariſh, gawdy, flaunting 
meretricious dreſs, yet clad in a cleanly and a decent 
garb; this mother- Church eſpecially, like-a grave 
nd a chaſt matron, let her be kept comely and - hand- 
fone. An1why not * ſurely this is no way wabece- 
min? 
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ming the Goſpel:for it you will allow Temples,or O- 

ratories, or Churches, call them what you will, places 

ſer apart for Gods publick worſhip now under the Go- 

ſpel; as I preſume yewill, then all the reaſon in the 

world, they ſhould be kept decent and handſome; 

there is a decor congruss,a fitting comelineſs Maxims ſterdo'; 

to be beſtowed upon them, andat leaſt a ne- #7 conver, oromre 

oative reverence and reſpect due unto them, —_ y prone 2h 

{o as to be ſccured and kept free from any De oftc. lib.z.cap.z t- 

Irreyerence, pollution, or mil- imployment , that no- 

ching unſeemly nor #xcomely be done in them , or 

practis'd upon them, And checkers truely , that I 

may ſpeak my thoughts treely, ( 1 hope ye will 

. bear with my plainneſs, it is out of my zeal for Gods 

olory, and the honour of thiscity ) when I ſee 

my Saviour whipping the buyers axd ſellers out of the *atth.zr, 

Temple, that 1s, out of the verges and precindts of *** 

the Temple; when I ſee him overthrowing the tables of 

the money-changers and exchangers ;, when I ſee and 

conſider this, methinks it is no very comely nor hand- 

ſome ſight, to ſee (o much ivie cleaving and twining 

about 10 royal and ſtately an oak , till it eat the 

heart our, 'To ſee either Church-iſles exchanzed into 

ſhops, or Church- yards into markers, with ſ:>miſſion 

to better judgements, in my apprehenſion 1 confeſs, 

isa thing not much becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt, 

I pur no holineſs in wood and ſtone; nor yet much leſs 

do I place any holineſs in pulling down Churches, or 

letting them fall, or taking away wood and ſtone and 

lead and all, I never read of any that envied the coſt *It 25., 

.and comelineff beſtowed upon Chriſt and his Church, conared 

but a Fuds., or a ?ulian: *Ut quid perditio bac ? _ AE 
the 
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Exod, 4.2. 


rice 03, Theodoret, Hiſt. 


Ecclef, ib. 3. Caps 11» 
Nip lib. 10. £ap.29- yOu, to the Goſpel, both: And truly I can- 
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if out cxz5e» the one : Ecce qualibus vaſis ! was the 
| | 2w zap © Mz- (ſpeech of the other, by the mouth of his 
| 

' 


Treaſurer Felix: back-triends, I aſſure 


not count themany faſt triends to religion, tro whom 
the beautifu! gate of the Temple is (0 greatan eye-ſore, 
And it would be conſidered in ſober ſadnels, whether 
they that have been fo forward to demoliſh our 
Churches, have not gone theready way to ruin our 
Church, at leaſt occaſionally , if not intentionally, 
For my part, Iclearly profels, I cannot yet fee any 
ſufficient grounds to ſecure me from my tears, bur ſtill 
co me it ſeems very ſuſpicious, that our tanatick Hie- 
romaſtix hath been ” xt with the Romith heiter, 
and the hand of Foab hath been in all this : Yea (ure, 
Hoc Ithacus velit For did not they that cried down our 
Churches and Pariſhes, cry down our Church, and our 
Miniſtry, yea and Univerſities too? and then the work 
is done , welcome you know who ; Yenient Romani 
certainly: for once take away an able and a learned 
Goſpel-Miniſtry, and who ſhall hinder them, or keep 
them out? Bur bleſſed be God, who hath diſap- 
pointed the hopes of our Adverſaries, and infatuated 
the counſels of our Achitophels, and pur a ſtop to 
theſe furious hotſpurs in their full carere, Bleſſed be 
God, of whoſe onely goocneſs and mercy it is, that 
our poor Church, though by the raſh, indiſcreet, and 
temperate heats, and unruly paſsions of men, like 
Moſes 'sbuſh, it hath been all chis while a burning, 
yet 't is not conſumed, And bleſſed be they of the 
Lord,who have been any way inſtrumental in quench- 
ing theſe flames, and giving check to thoſe wilde,ex- 

orbl- 


(25) 
ocbitant, phrenetick ſpirits, who, being in all proba- 
bilitie prompted and put on by ſome Popiſh emiſſa- 
ries, under pretence of a Goſpel-purity, would have 
brought in the greateſt deformitie, even a chaos of 
contuſion , by ſubverting all order , and decencie , 
and government both in Church and State, Bur if 
this be the way of the Goſpel, it this be the genuine 
iflue and fruit of the true Chriſtian religion , S## 
anima mea cum Philoſophis. AS God is the God, {0 Averrees, 
the Goſpel is the Goſpel, i 12:52, not of tumult r cer. 4, 
and diſorder, of unſerledneſs and diſcompoſure, as33- 
the word ſignifies, of confuſion , as we render it; 8x 
&pln-, but of peace and order, And Miniſters of the 
Goſpel have their ſpiritual power given them 
ers eut9Sou'r, x, # tis xaFalptmy , 2 Cor, I3, 10, for edtfi- 
cation, and not for deſtruftion, in a proper literal ſenſe 
c00, for building and ſetting up, and not for demolith- 
ing or pulling down, That ſuch places as theſe ſhould 
( not be pulled down, or ſuffered to drop down, but) 
be kept up and maintained ina comely , d&nt, and 
orderly manner, queſtionleſs, is very agreeable to the 
rules of Chriſtianity , and altogether becoming the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, There is a decorum certainly, a 
decencie and comelineſs tobe uſed and obſerved as to 
the time, and place, and manner of Goſpel-worſhip, 
And now, it after all that hath been ſaid, this muſt 
needs be counted and called ſuperſtition,who can help 
it? Tam ſure it will be hard to prove it to be ſo: and I 
dare boldly ſay, That among thoſe who exclaim moſt 
againſt ſuperſtition, our Separatiſts-, I mean, and Se- 
Caries, not one of an hundred knows what it js, either 
D name, 
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name, or thing, But whatever it be, truly I ehink, 
as the caſe ſtands, there is little fear of it now adays, 
For were we not rather in the other extreme ? were 
we notrun ſo far from the Scy/la of ſuperſtition, that 
we were fallen into the Charybdis of Arheiſme and 
profanefs ? Did not ataxy and confuſton, rudeneſs 
and irregularity, irreverence and irreligion, ſwell, and 
overflow, and break in upon us like a land-floud, or a 
mighty torrent © High time , I trow, to mend the 
banks, and put a ſtop to the inundation, it ever we 
look to have an orderly , decent , comely face of a 
Church, and ſuch a publick worſhip , as becomes 
the Goſpel: nay, if ever we look that holineſs and 
righteouſneſs, true religion and the fear of the Lord 
ſhould ger up,and grow,and (pread,and flouriſh among 
us,” And :nded this is chat that I driveat in my dil- 
courſe all this while : for to this purpoſe onely it is, 
and for this reaſon and no other, that I commend or- 
der,* and decencie, and comelineſs in a Chriſtian 
ChurcfPand a Goſpel-worſhip, becauſe I conceive, 
it really makes for the advancement of godlineſs, 
and hath a natural tendency to the encreaſe of true 
pietie and religion: ſo far am I from thinking it bears 
any antipathy or repugnancie to it, or any the leaſt in- 
conſiſtency with it, And therefore upon theſe grounds 
I ſhall once be bold toask rhe banes ; It any one can 
ſhew any juſt cauſe, why outward decencie, and in- 
ward devotion; bodily ſervice and ſpiritual worthip; 
due reverence without, and true religion within-z the 
comely face of a Church, and the heavenly heart of a 
Saint , the beauty of holineſs, and the power of goc- 

acts. 
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lineſs may not-be joyned together , let him ſpeak: 
for my part, I muſt needs profeſs and declare before 
God and man, that I know none: no reaſon jn the 


world,that I know, why they may and ought not joyn 


hands, and belinkt, as it were, rogerher jn the bond 
of wedlock, {ceing they are ſuch a mutual help and 
advantage one to another, Did I think otherwiſe, 
far be it trom me to further or favour the match, or to 
ſpeak the leaſt word in behalf of external revcrence, 
order,and decencie in the worſhip and ſervice of God, 
But being venly perſwaded , and clearly convinc'd 
of the truth hereof, vis, that outward comelineſs 
doth very much conduce to inward holineſs, and char 
order and decencie in worſhip, is a great helpand tur- 
therance to religion and godlineſs, and a means to 
kindle and encreaſe true pietie, zeal, and devotion ; 
upon this account , and upon this occaſion, at this 
time, and in this place eſpecially, I could not chooſe 
but ſet my ſeal to it, and give this fair teſtimonie 
of it, and recommend it to you, bur ſtill in order 
and reference to the main end, viz, as it conduces to 
the # wo here in the Text, the one onely thing, 
true pietie and religion , inward holineſs , and the 
power of godlineſs: that {0 a Chriſtian converſation, 
and a Chriſtian adoration; Evangelical walkize, and 
Evangelical worſhip may go hand in hand together in 
a decent and comely equipage , both becoming the 
Goſpel of Chriſt : a contormity whereunto in he 
and praftife, is that which I have been Jabouring ro 
preſs upon you all along from firſt to laſt, and ſo 1 


ſhall leaveit with you, and conclude as I begun, 
D 2 Onely 
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Onely I ſhall add this memento , as fit premiſes 
to the concluſion, Remember, I beſeech you, and 
conſider how great things God hath done for you: it 
was Samuels advice to Iſrael upon the coming in 
of their King, 2 Sam, 12, 24, Conſider, the bet- 
ter to ſtjr you up to practice this duty of the Texr, 
what a prevailing argument and eng2gement thereun- 
unto God hath laid upon you, by his late miracu- 
lous providences, and thoſe wonderfull changes and 
revolutions he hath wrought among you, What 


Pſzl.116+ ſhall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits to- 


I2, 


Antholog, 
Epigr.lib.3 
Cap.3 F. 


c 


wards me 2 now may England ſay, and now may 
London (ay , ( which traly may be called Angle 
Anelia, as Athens was once 'tw4.1G- Em", the Greece 
of Greece, ) Indeed, how ſhall we expreſs our gratitude 
to God for his great and manifold mercies to this 
unworthy Nation! eſpecially for this ſo remarkable, 
ſo extraordinary, ſo tranſcendent a mercy, the very 
top-ſtone , crown , and complement of all his other 
mercies and deliverances vouchſated unto this Church 
and State z that mercy, I mean, never to be forgot- 
ten, the memorial whereof ye have fo lately cele- 
brated by your triumphant gratulations , and pub- 
lick thank(givings to God: that mercy wherein the 
Lord hath made you of this City, among others , ſo 
ſignalfy, and ſo ſuccesfully inſtrumental , even the 
plucking us out of the midſt of our confuſions, 
like fo many branls out of the midſt of the fire: 
the reeſtabl;ſhing and ſettling the Kingdome upon 
the 200d old foundations, even the ſure foundations 
of truth and righteouſneſs , by ſo ſeaſonable , and 

{0 
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ſo peaceable a reſtoring of our King to his throne, 
and us thereby to peace and happinels, Bur not to 
deprive any of that honour and praiſe due unto them, 
much leſs that eminent and worthy inſtrument, whoſe 
ſpirit the Lord ſtirred up ro ſtand in the gap, and to 


aflert our liberties, and work deliverance tor us, yer 


after all we muſt ſay, This i the Lords doing, and it is F(t, 


marvellous in eur eyes, Andift ye will,let us take in that*** 
t00 which goes betore, The ſtone which the builders re- 
fuſed, is become the head ſtone of the corner, 

And now, me thinks, I hear every one of you fing- 
ing Davids ſong, Quid retribuam Domino * What 
tribute ſhall I pay him ? or what homage ſhall I do 
him ? What ſhall I render unto him ? or what doth he 
require of me, asa token of thankfulneſs, in lieu of 
ſo unparallel'd, and ſo unexpected a mercy 2 Will 


the Lord accept , or doth he require thouſands of diic.s.;, 


rams,or ten thouſands - rivers of oy[? No ſuch matter, 
no, he requires no ſuch thing at your hands: here- 
quires not your lands, or revenues; your goods, or e- 

ates: he requires not all your money 1n your bags 
or bonds, all your wares in your ſhips , or ſhops , or 
ware-houſes: and yet, though he ſhould, this were 
no dear price neither to pay for ſuch a purchaſe ; it 
were neither roo much for hum toask, nor too much 
for you to give, for thoſe two precious, nay invaluable 
pearls of Peace and Truth: I am ſure it were not 


above the rate of Mephiboſheth's Accipiat totum, Let —— 


him take all, foraſmuch as my Lord the King is come *" 
azain in peace, But God requires neither all, nor 
half, nonor any of all this, all that he requires of 


) you 
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you is onely that , or rather that Oxely of Samel in 
the place afore-pamed ,- Onely fear the Lord, and 


ſerve him in truth with all your heart , and conſider 


how great things he hath done for yow, Sammels Oncly 
there isalmoſt parallel with S, Pauls here, and his 
exhortation the ſame in effe& with this here in the 
Text, with which I ſhall conclude, oynely ler your 
converſation be as it becometh the Goſpel of chrip. 


FINIS. 
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